Lit. Comp. II 
Name: ________________________
McSorley
Reminders for writing:
The Big, Bad, Banned Word List – 

May these words never appear in your analytical writing; remember you are better than these puny, insignificant excuses for a powerful vocabulary! 
Thing, Big, Bad, Very, Quote, Show(s), Important

Reminders about common mistakes to avoid at all costs!
1. Write in the present tense about literature! 
a. This means: “When Prospero finds out about Miranda and Ferdinand he summons his spirit Ariel quickly.”
b. NOT: “When Prospero found out about Miranda and Ferdinand he summoned his spirit quickly.”
2. Italicize the title of the book or play! 
a. Correct: Animal Farm
b. NOT : “Animal Farm”

c. NOT : “Animal Farm” 

d. NOT : animal farm

e. NOT : Animal Farm
3. Cite evidence correctly!
a.  “ …quote” (Orwell 23).
b. Unless it is a block quote, which is more than three lines of text (we will talk about citing Shakespeare as well).

4. Integrate quotes into sentences! Identify place and time where lines take place in the storyline, not in the physical book!
a. This means: “When Caliban meets Trinculo, he says “I’ll swear upon thy bottle” (II.II.129).
b. NOT: In Act II, Scene II, Caliban says, “I’ll swear upon thy bottle” (II.II.129).
5. Follow MEAL – Look back at your notes for this!
a. M = Main Idea

i. This means that your EVIDENCE should NOT be in this sentence!!!!

b. E = Evidence

i. Guess what?? This means a quote or a paraphrase with a citation (
c. A = Analysis

i. You guessed it! Your paragraph should never end with a quote!!

d. L = Link

i. You DO need to connect to your thesis at the end of each paragraph. Oh, and yes, yes you do need to lead smoothly into your next paragraph

There are two more reminders on the back of this page! ( 

6. Do not use personal pronouns in analytical writing!!!!
a. I, we, you, me, us, myself, ourselves, etc. 

7. Follow directions
a. 2- 3 pages means …. At least 2 FULL PAGES to 3 pages. 
      1 ½ pages DOES NOT EQUAL 2 PAGES!
