Studies in American Literature
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter 

Miss McSorley
Final Paper Assignment

Select one of the following to respond to for your final paper on the novel:

1. Hester Prynne 
a. Though Hester is often considered one of the first American “heroines”, there is ample evidence to suggest that Hawthorne may have intended otherwise.  Consider the manner in which Hester Prynne is portrayed over the course of the novel. Then, write an essay in which you prove how Hawthorne portrays Hester – as heroine, victim, martyr (for the feminist movement), or a mix of two or more of these.
2. Theme – Desire for perfection in society

a. Though written and published in the 1850’s, two centuries after the Puritan era in America, The Scarlet Letters continues to wrestle with our religious past and its influence on our desire for “perfection” in society. Using this as a foundation for your writing, explore the ways in which Hawthorne upholds and/or attempts to diminish the necessity for this “perfection” of society. 
3. American Classic  (CPA students only may write about this topic)

a. Hawthorne’s novel, The Scarlet Letter, is considered one of America’s greatest classics. Consider the implications of this title, as a “classic”, and then write an essay in which you explore the multiple American values that this novel offers. How and why is this book considered to be one of the “greats” in American literature? 
** Reminder #1: This is a piece of analytical writing; as such, you need to have an arguable and specific thesis for your essay. The topics above should guide you to an argument to prove in your writing.  
**Reminder #2: When writing about literature always write in present tense!

Specifics:

· (CPA) 2-3 pages, (H) 3 or more pages 
· Typed, 12 point font (Times New Roman or Cambria), 1in margins, no extra space between paragraphs

· Essay will be worth 100 points and count as your first major term one grade

· Heading should include: your name, my name, due date, block, and a creative title

· Follow MLA guidelines

DUE: ______________________________________________________
