Literature and Composition II

Miss McSorley

Lord of the Flies

Final Paper
At first glance, Golding’s novel may be classified as a mere adventure story, similar in nature to Treasure Island or The Swiss Family Robinson. However, as the author himself identifies, “the whole book is symbolic in nature,” and as such its complexities and inner weavings must be read as a collective piece, along with the literal story of adventure.
For your final assignment on this novel, you will be exploring these complexities; making connections, analyzing character motivations, tracing the progression of symbols, and delving into the evolution of some of the major themes.  

To begin, select one the following prompts to respond to:

1. (CP and CPA only) Throughout his novel, Golding uses a number of symbols to represent and support each of the major themes (or underlying ideas) that are expressed. Select one of these symbols and analyze both its meaning and its effect. Ideas: the conch shell, Piggy’s specs, clothing, the “Lord of the Flies,” fire, and/or the “littluns.” 
2. At the beginning of this course we discussed three major concepts that would be encountering in the literature that we read: human nature, identity, and social class. Lord of the Flies deals with all three of these concepts, but especially human nature and its connection to the desire for power. Explore what Golding is attempting to say about this connection in his novel.  

3. The allegorical nature of Lord of the Flies can be seen in the characters involved, the events that unfold, and the motifs and/or recurring images that are present. Select one of these categories and explore how its multiple facets (i.e. pieces) work together to produce a symbolic level of meaning within the text. 

Specifics:

· Heading should include: your name, teacher’s name, due date, block, and a creative title
· Page length:
· CP: 1.5-2 pages

· CPA: 2-3 pages

· H: At least 2.5 pages  

· Typed, double spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 pt. font (Times New Roman)
· Follow MLA format 

· Final copy worth 100 points
Important Dates:

· Computer lab: _____________________________
· Rough draft is due for peer editing and self evaluation: ____________________________ 

· Final Draft due: ________________________________
