The Scarlet Letter Essay Rubric

	Category
	Points Earned
	Points possible

	INSIGHT

· Accurate interpretation of the texts (comprehension of both literal and figurative levels; supportable insights, consideration of all sections of the text)

· Depth of insight: Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the texts, analysis, not plot summary.  Must go well beyond class discussion  - new ideas and connections included.

· Insightful thesis statement which accurately reflects the contents of the essay as well as insightful body paragraphs

· Understanding of literary terms, literary periods, and literary devices, as relevant, demonstrated through appropriate application of literary terms to the text
	
	30

27-30: A

24-26: B

21-23: C

18-20: D

 0-19: F

	EVIDENCE

· Support for insights, which goes beyond examples discussed in class

· Abundance of paraphrased or summarized examples and specific references (direct evidence) to the text

· Specific references are clearly explained (effectively connected to the thesis)

· Shows in-depth knowledge of the text; evidence is effective, comes from several sections of the text, demonstrates ability to draw evidence from any relevant section of text; shows knowledge of work as a whole
	
	30

27-30: A

24-26: B

21-23: C

18-20: D

 0-19: F

	FLUENCY

· Grammar, mechanics, spelling (includes consistent, correct tenses – literary present)—MLA guidelines are followed throughout paper
· Organization: consider introduction (including thesis and “road map”), accuracy and placement of topic sentences, cohesiveness and order within paragraphs, order of paragraphs themselves, transitions between ideas and paragraphs

· Effective use of language: sentence variety and “flow”; sophistication and effectiveness of diction and sentence structure; precision of language, effectively conveying meaning clearly and concisely; vivid writing; appropriate and consistent tone
	
	20

18-20: A

16-17.5: B

14-15.5: C

12-13.5: D

0-11.5: F

	INTRODUCTIONS

· Includes the author and title (italicized) of the text

· An interesting hook which is relevant to the topic of the essay and fluidly connects with the rest of the introduction

· An insightful thesis which accurately reflects the content of the essay

· Includes a “road map” which briefly states the main points (which connect to the thesis) to be discussed in the body paragraphs of the essay
	
	20

18-20: A

16-17.5: B

14-15.5: C

12-13.5: D

0-11.5: F

	Comments


	Total
	Grade


